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62E.06, subdivisions I to 3, provided application is made to the insurer within
30 days following the expiration of the continued coverage and upon payment
of the appropriate premium. A policy providing reduced benefits at a reduced
iremium rate may be accepted by the former spouse in lieu of the optionaj
coverage otherwise required by this subdivision. The individual policy shall be
renewable at the option of the former spouse as long as the former spouse is not
covered under another qualified plan as defined in section 62E.02. subdivision
li HE 1°. age 65 or to the day before the date of eligibility for coverage under
Title XVIII of the^ Social Security Act, as amended. Any revisions in the table
of rate for the individual policy shall apply to the former spouse's original age
at entry, and shall apply equally to all similar policies issued by the insurer

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 62A.21, Subdivision 3, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. 54ns section Subdivision | applies to every policy of accident
and health insurance which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed or
amended on or after the effective date ef this section July J9, 1977.

Subdivisions 2a and 2b apply to every policy of accident and health
insurance which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, or amended on or
after August 1, 1981.

Sec. 4. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 62A.21, Subdivision 2, is repealed.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Sections I to 4 are effective August U 1981.

Approved May 29, 1981

CHAPTER 330 —S.F.No. 1188

An act relating to human rights; clarifying the meaning of reprisal; permitting the
filing of a charge of unfair discriminatory practice directly in district court; permitting
access to certain documents; granting certain powers to the commissioner of human
rights and eliminating the requirement that the commissioner provide a bond; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1980, Sections 363.03, Subdivision 7; 363.06, Subdivisions I, 3, and 4,
and by adding a subdivision; 363.14, Subdivision I; proposing new law coded in
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 363; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.04,
Subdivision 3.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section I. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.03, Subdivision 7, is
amended to read:

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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Subd. 7. REPRISALS. It is an unfair discriminatory practice for any
employer, labor organization, employment agency, public accommodation,
public service, educational institution, or owner, lessor, (essee, sublessee, assign-
ee or managing agent of any real properly, or any real estate broker, real estate
salesperson or employee or agent thereof to intentionally engage in any reprisal
against any person because that person:

(1) Opposed a practice forbidden under this chapter or has filed a
charge, testified, Assisted, or participated in any matter in an investigation,
proceeding or hearing under this chapter; or

(2) Associated with a person or group of persons of different race, color,
creed, religion or national origin.

A reprisal includes, but is not limited to. any form of intimidation,
retaliation, or harassment. U is a reprisal for an employer to do any of the
following with respect to an individual because that individual has engaged in
the activities listed in clause (1) or (2)j refuse to hire the individual; depart
from any customary employment practice; transfer or assign the individual to a
lesser position in terms of wages, hours, job classification, job security, or other
employment status; or inform another employer that the individual has en-
gaged in the activities listed in clause (I) or (2),

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.06, Subdivision 1, is
amended to read:

Subdivision 1. CHARGE FILING. Any person aggrieved by a viola-
tion of this chapter may bring a civil action as provided in section 363.14,
subdivision l^ clause (a), or may-file a verified charge with the commissioner or
his designated agent, stating the name and address of the person alleged to have
committed an unfair discriminatory practice, setting out the details of the
practice complained of and, if applicable, providing witnesses, documents, and
any other information required by the commissioner. The commissioner may
dismiss a charge when the charging party fails to provide required information.
The commissioner within five days of such the filing shall serve a copy of the
charge and a request for a response upon the respondent personally or by
registered or certified mail. Periodically After the fi l ing of a charge btrt a4
intervals ef »e mew than 66 days, until the charge is He longer m (he
jurisdiotkffl ef the department the commissioner shall m writing mfefm notify
the charging party in writing of any change in the status of hw the charge. A
copy of the p«fiedie notice shall be mailed to the respondent.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.06, Subdivision 3, is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. TIME FOR FILING CHARGE CLAIM. A ehwge claim of
an unfair discriminatory practice must be brought as a civil action pursuant to
section 363.14, subdivision ^, clause (a), or filed in a charge with the commis-
sioner within six months after the occurrence of the practice.

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.06, Subdivision 4, is
amended to read:

Subd. 4. INQUIRY INTO CHARGE. (I) Consistent with clause Q,
when a charge has been filed, the commissioner shall promptly inquire into the
truth of the allegations of the charge. The commissioner shall make an
immediate inquiry when necessary to prevent a charging party from suffering
irreparable loss in the absence of immediate action. The commissioner shall
also make an immediate inquiry when it appears that a charge is frivolous or
without merit and shall dismiss those charges. On eaofe charge all other
charges the commissioner shall make a determination as to whether or not there
is probable cause to credit the allegation of unfair discriminatory practices, and

(4} £2} If the commissioner shaU determine determines after investigation
that no probable cause exists to credit the allegations of the unfair discriminato-
ry practice, the commissioner shall, within ten days of the determination, serve
upon the charging party and respondent written notice of the determination.
Within ten days after receipt of notice, the charging party may request in
writing on forms prepared by the department that the commissioner reconsider
his determination. The request shall contain a brief statement of the reasons
for and new evidence in support of the request for reconsideration. At the time
of submission of the request to the commissioner, the charging party shall
deliver or mail to the respondent a copy of the request for reconsideration.
The commissioner shall either reaffirm or reverse his determination of no
probable cause within 20 days after receipt of the request for reconsideration,
and he shall within ten days notify in writing the charging party and respondent
of his decision to reaffirm or reverse.

A decision by the commissioner that no probable cause exists to credit
the allegations of an unfair discriminatory practice shall not be appealed to
district court pursuant to section 363.072 or section 15.0424.

(5) (3) If the commissioner shall determine determines after investigation
that probable cause exists to credit the allegations of unfair discriminatory
practices, the commissioner shall serve on the respondent and his attorney if he
is represented by counsel, by first class mail, a notice setting forth a short plain
written statement of the alleged facts which support the finding of probable
cause and an enumeration of the provisions of law allegedly violated. If the
commissioner determines that attempts to eliminate the alleged unfair practices
through conciliation pursuant to subdivision 5 have been or would be unsuc-
cessful or unproductive, the commissioner shall issue a complaint and serve on
the respondent, by registered or certified mail, a written notice of hearing
together with a copy of the complaint, requiring the respondent to answer the
allegations of the complaint at a hearing before a hearing examiner at a time
and place specified in the notice, not less than ten days after service of said
complaint. A copy of the notice shall be furnished to the charging party and
the attorney general.

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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(5) Alter (4) If, at any time after the filing of a charge, the commissioner
has detefmined that there is probable eawse reason to believe that a respondent
has engaged in an any unfair discriminatory practice, the commissioner may
file a petition in the district court in a county in which the subject of the
complaint occurs, or in a county in which a respondent resides or transacts
business, seeking appropriate temporary relief against the respondent, pending
final determination of proceedings under this chapter, including an order or
decree restraining him from doing or procuring an act tending to render
ineffectual an order the commissioner may enter with respect to the complaint.
The court shall have power to grant temporary relief or a restraining order as it
deems just and proper, but no relief or order extending beyond ten days shall
be granted except by consent of the respondent or after hearing upon notice to
the respondent and a finding by the court that there is reasonable cause to
believe that the respondent has engaged in a discriminatory practice. Except as
modified by this section, the Minnesota rules of civil procedure shall apply to
an application, and the district court shall have authority to grant or deny such
the relief sought on conditions as it deems just and equitable. All hearings
under this section shall be given precedence as nearly as practicable over all
other pending civil actions.

f4} (5} If a lessor, after he has engaged in a discriminatory practice
defined in section 363.03, subdivision 2, clause (1), (a), shall leas* ef feiM leases
or rents a dwelling unit to a person who has no knowledge of the practice or of
the existence of a charge with respect to the practice, the lessor shall be liable
for actual damages sustained by a person by reason of a final order as provided
in this section requiring the person to be evicted from the dwelling unit.

(£) (6) In any complaint issued under this section, the commissioner may
seek relief for a class of individuals affected by an unfair discriminatory
practice occurring on or after a date six months prior to the filing of the charge
from which the complaint originates.

(7) The commissioner may adopt policies to determine the order in
which charges are processed based on their particular social or legal signifi-
cance, administrative convenience, difficulty of resolution, or other standard
consistent with the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.06, is amended by adding
a subdivision to read:

Subd. 8. ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS. The charging party or his
representative may review the answer of the respondent to the charge submitted
pursuant to subdivision _L The department shall make these documents
available to the charging party.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.14, Subdivision I, is
amended to read:

Changes or additions are Indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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Subdivision I. COURT ACTIONS, SUITS BY PRIVATE PARTIES,
INTERVENTION. A person may bring a civil action seeking redress for an
unfair discriminatory practice? upon withdrawal el the complaint From the
flagon v-lmj±r\* f±f nttmar* r'*t*}-itc . ftt iJut FJ->I 1 *-*nn +^n Iityijxr -
UOLPUI UTIvIll Vf IfUIIiail 1 1 El 119, <tT 11IU I V1MU " IIJt *""vn-

(a) Directly to district court; or

(bj Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the contrary. (1) within
45 days after the commissioner has dismissed a charge because it is frivolous or
without merit, because the charging party has failed to provide required
information, or because the commissioner has determined that there is no
probable cause to credit the allegations contained in a charge filed with the
commissioner; e*? tf the charging party requested a reconsideration; within 45
days after the commissioner has reaffirmed his determination ef ne probable
cause; or (b) (2) after 45 days from the filing of a charge pursuant to section
363.06, subdivision 1 if a hearing has not been held pursuant to section 363.071
or if the commissioner has not entered into a conciliation agreement to which
the charging party is a signator. The charging party shall notify the commis-
sioner of his intention to bring a civil action, which shall be commenced within
90 days of giving the notice;

(c) The commissioner may dismiss, without prejudice to the charging
parly, any case filed with the department on or before June 30, 1978. The
commissioner shall notify a charging party by regular mail sent before August
I* F98[, that he has a right to bring a civil action pursuant to this section.
Upon giving this notice the commissioner shall end all proceedings in the
department relating to the charge. Notwithstanding any statutory period of
limitation to the contrary, an individual notified pursuant to this clause may
bring a civil action relating to his charge; provided that the action is filed on or
before February ^ 1982.

A charging party bringing a civil action shall mail by registered or
certified mail a copy of the summons and complaint to the commissioner, and
upon his their receipt thereof the commissioner shall eause terminate all
proceedings in the department relating to the charge te terminate. No charge
shall be filed or reinstituted with the commissioner after a civil action relating
to the same unfair discriminatory practice has been brought unless the civil
action has been dismissed without prejudice.

Upon application by the complaining party to the district court at a
special term thereof- and m sueh under circumstances as the court may deem
deems just, the court may appoint an attorney for sweh the person and may
authorize the commencement of the action without payment of fees, costs, or
security.

Upon timely application, the court may? m its discretion, permit the
department to intervene in a civil action brought pursuant to this section upon
certification that the case is of general public importance.

Changes or additions are indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.
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Upon request, the court may? m **s discretion, stay Further proceedings
fef »e* faew tfeaa 60 days pending further efforts ef the department to obtain
voluntary compliance.

Sec. 7. |363.117] WITHDRAWAL FROM A LOCAL COMMISSION.

Notwithsta nd J ng the provisions of any law or ordinance to the contrary.
a person who has filed a charge with a local commission may bring a civil
action as provided in section 363.14 at the following limes:

(a) Within 45 days after the local commission has determined that there
is no probable cause to credit the allegations contained in the charge; or

(b) After 45 days from the filing of the charge if a hearing has not been
held or if the local commission has not entered into a conciliation agreement to
which the charging party is a signator. The charging parly shall notify the
local commission of his inlention to bring a civil action, which shall be
commenced within 90 days of giving the notice.

A charging party bringing a civil action shall mail by registered or
certified mail a copy of the summons and complaint to the local commission
and upon their receipt the local commission shall terminate all proceedings
before the local commission relating to the charge. No charge shall be filed or
reinstituted with the local commission after a civil action relating to the same
unfair discriminatory practice has been brought unless the civil action has been
dismissed without prejudice.

Sec. 8. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 363.04. Subdivision 3, is repealed.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This act is effective the day following final enactment.

Approved May 29, 1981

CHAPTER 331 — S.F.No. 1212

An act relating to municipalities; discontinuance of unprofitable municipal liquor
stores; restricting expenditure of public funds for liquor store operation; publication of
operating statement and balance sheet; amending Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section
340.353, by adding a subdivision; proposing new law coded in Minnesota Statutes,
Chapters 426 and 471.
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