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(b) The difference between the value of the dwelling without the defect
and the value of the dwelling with the defect.

Subd. 2. HOME IMPROVEMENT WARRANTY. Upon breach of
any warranty imposed by section 6, the owner shall have a cause of action
against the home improvement contractor for damages arising out of the
breach, or for specific performance. Damages shall be limited to the amount

the defect or breach.riecessjiry to remed

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes
read:

1980, Section 327A.07, is amended to

327A.07 VARIATIONS.

The commissioner of administration may approve pursuant to section
15.0412, variations from the provisions of sections 327A.02 and 327A.03 if the
warranty program of the vendor or the home improvement contractor request-
ing the variation offers at least substantially the same protections to the vendee
or owner as provided by the statutory warranties set forth in section 327A.02.

Sec. 11. |327A.08) LIMITATIONS.

Notwithstanding any other provision of sections | to 10^

(a) The terms of the home improvement warranties required by sections
| to |P commence upon completion of the home improvement and the term
sjiall not be required to be renewed or extended if the home improvement
contractor performs additional improvements required by warranty;

(b) The home improvement warranties required by sections | to JO shall
not include products or materials installed that are already covered by implied
or written warranty; and

(c) The home improvement warranties required by sections 1 to 10 are
intended to be implied warranties imposing an affirmative obligation upon
home improvement contractors, and sections 1 to 10 do not require that written
warranty instruments be created and conveyed to the owner.

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This act is effeclivg January j^ 1982. and shall apply to all contracts for
home improvement work entered into on or after that date^

Approved May 8, 1981

CHAPTER 120 — S.F.No. 671

An act relating to crimes; conforming the definition of trade secret in the law
proscribing theft to the definition of trade secret in the uniform trade secrets act;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 609.52, Subdivision I.-

Changes or additions are Indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout.



382 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1981 Ch. 120

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section I. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 609.52, Subdivision 1, is
amended to read:

Subdivision 1. DEFINITIONS. In this section:

(1) "Property" means all forms of tangible property, whether real or
personal, without limitation including documents of value, electricity, gas,
water, corpses, domestic animals, dogs, pets, fowl,' and heat supplied by pipe or
conduit by municipalities or public utility companies and articles, as defined in
clause (4), representing trade secrets, which articles shall be deemed for the
purposes of Extra Session Laws 1967, Chapter 15 to include any trade secret
represented by such article.

(2) "Movable property" is property whose physical location can be
changed, including without limitation things growing on, affixed to or found in
land.

(3) "Value" means the retail market value at the time of the theft, or if
the retail market value cannot be ascertained, the cost of replacement of the
property within a reasonable time after the theft, or in the case of a theft or the
making of a copy of an article representing a trade secret, where the retail
market value or replacement cost cannot be ascertained, any reasonable value
representing the damage to the owner which he has suffered by reason of losing
an advantage over those who do not know of or use the trade secret. For a
theft committed within the meaning of subdivision 2, clause (5), (a) and (b), if
the property has been restored to the owner, "value" means the value of the use
of the property or the damage which it sustained, whichever is greater, while the
owner was deprived of its possession, but not exceeding the value otherwise
provided herein.

(4) "Article" means any object, material, device or substance, including
any writing, record, recording, drawing, sample specimen, prototype, model,
photograph, micro-organism, blueprint or map, or any copy of any of the
foregoing.

(5) "Representing" means describing, depicting, containing, constituting,
reflecting or recording.

(6) "Trade secret" means the whole OF a»y portion ef any formula;
pattern, device ef compilation ef any- scientific ef technical information which
is secret, is el value a«4 has &et been published OF otherwise become a matter
of general public knowledge; and aa article representing a trade seefet shall be
presumed te be secret a«4 «et te have bee» published OF etherwise become a
matter ef general public knowledge when the owner marks it as a trade se&ret
** r\f\ t*t K6^ TTlfi^ fill I'B'i lO f>rC*? fll"Vfi |tc flBCrfiCV ;iriq tQ Pl"t5V6nt ll f rOlU OOCQmiftP

available te persens ether than these selected by the owner te have controlled
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access thereto fef purposes ef th« owner's business information, including a
formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method, technique, or process,
that:

(i) derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not
being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper means
fay, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use,
and

(ii) is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances
to maintain its secrecy.

(7) "Copy" means any facsimile, replica, photograph or other reproduc-
tion of an article, and any note, drawing or sketch made of or from an article
while in the presence of such article.

(8) "Property of another" includes property in which the actor is
co-owner or has a lien, pledge, bailment, or lease or other subordinate interest,
and property of a partnership of which the actor is a member, unless the actor
and the victim are husband and wife. It does not include property in which the
actor asserts in good faith a claim as a collection fee or commission out of
property or funds recovered, or by virtue of a lien, set-off, or counterclaim.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Section j^ is effective August j^ 1981 and applies to all crimes committed
on or after that date.

Approved May 8, 1981

CHAPTER 121 — S.F.No. 825

An act relating to courts; abolishing the maintenance of certain court records;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1980, Sections 485.07; 548.08; 548.15; 548.22; 548.24;
and 572.22, Subdivision I.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1980, Section 485.07, is amended to
read:

485.07 RECORDS TO BE KEPT.

Every clerk shall procure, at the expense of his county, and keep, the
following records:
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