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CHAPTER 198—H.F.No.790

[Coded]

An act relating to public welfare; providing visitation rights to unmarried mi-
nor children for grandparents in certain cases.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA:

Section 1. [257.022] CHILDREN; RIGHTS OF VISITATION TO
UNMARRIED MINORS. Subdivision 1. WHEN PARENT IS DE-
CEASED. If a parent of an unmarried minor child is deceased, the par-
ents and grandparents of the deceased parent may be granted reason-
able visitation rights to the unmarried minor child during his minority
by the district or county court upon finding that visitation rights would
be in the best interests of the child and would not interfere with the
parent child relationship. The court shall consider the amount of per-
sonal contact between the parents or grandparents of the deceased
parent and the child prior to the application.

Subd. 2. WHEN PARENTS’ MARRIAGE IS DISSOLVED. In ali
proceedings for dissolution, subsequent to the commencement of the
proceeding and continuing thereafter during the minority of the child,
the court may, upon the request of the parent or grandparent of a non-
custodial party, grant reasonable visitation rights to the vnmarried mi-
nor child, after dissolution of marriage, during his minority if it finds
that visitation rights would be in the best interests of the child and
would not interfere with the parent child relationship. The court shall
consider the amount of personal contact between the parents or grand-
parents of the party and the child prior to the application.

Subd. 3. EXCEPTION FOR ADOPTED CHILDREN. This section
shall not apply if the child has been adopted by a person other than a
stepparent or grandparent. Any visitation rights granted pursuant to
this section prior to the adoption of the child shall be automatically
terminated upon such adoption.
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