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Sec. 16. APPROPRIATION, The sum of $550,000 is appropriated from the general

30, 1979. Of this amount, $40.000 shall be available for the year ending June 30, 1978 for
the employment of iwo professional employees and one clerical emplovee beyond the

year ending June 30, 1979 for the employment of two professional employees and one
clerical employee bevond the existing complement of the department; and, $70,000 shall
be available until June 30, 1979 for the payment of other necessary expenses and

Approved May 27, 1977,

CHAPTER 307—S.F.No.160
{Coded in Part]

An act relating 1o the tax court; establishing the tax court as a full time.court; creating
a small claims division; providing penalties; appropriating money; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1976, Sections 154.083, Subdivision 4; 124,212, Subdivision [1; 271,01, Subdivisions
I and 4a, and by adding a subdivision; 271.02; 271.04; 271.06, Subdivisions 1,2, 34 6 and
by adding a subdivision; 271.07; 271.08; 271.09, Subdivisions 1, 2, and 3; 271.10, Subdivision
2; 27012, 271.13; 271.15; 271.17; 271.18; 271.20; and 490.121, Subdivision 2; and Chapter
271, by adding sections; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections 271.00{; 271.01,
Subdivisions 2, and 2a; 271.11; 271.14; and 271.16. '

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 15A.083, Subdivision 4, is amended to
read:

Subd. 4. TAXATION; TAX COURT OF APPEALS. Salaries of judges of the tax

provided in subdivision 1.
Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.01, Subdivision 1, is amended to read:

27101 CREATION, Subdivision t. MEMBERSHIP, APPOINTMENT,
QUALIFICATIONS. There is hereby created a tax court of appeals; herein ealled the tax
eourt of appeals; as an independent agency of the executive branch of the government; ia

the depariment of revenue; but not i any way subjeet to the supervision of eenirol of the
ecommissioner of revenue. The tax court of appeals shall consist of three judges, each of
whom shall be a citizen of the state, appointed by the governor, by and with the advice
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qualify. They shall be selected on the basis of their experience with and knowledge of
taxation and 1ax laws. So far as practicable, they shall be nonpartisan in their political
affiliations, and not more than two of them shall be members of or affiliated with the
same political party or organization. Ne judge of the tax couri of appeals shall hold any
other office under this state or any of its politieal subdivisions; nor any other office of
position the salary for which is paid; in whole of in part; irom apprepriations from the tax
revenues of the state of Minnesota; nor any office under the government of the United
Sintes of any other siate; nor be & ecandidate for an clective office under the laws of this
state of of the United States of of any other state: No judge of the tax court of appenls
shall hold any position of trust of profit or engage in any oceupation or busiress whieh
would eonflict with or be inconsistent with his duties as e judge of the tax eourt of
eppenls; per serve on or tnder any politieal commitiee or other orpanization interested in
any eleetior; nor take part; direetly or indireetly; in any cleetion eampaipn in the interest
of any political party of other organization of any candidate of measure to be voted upen
by the people. No judge of the tax court of appeals shall aet as ettorney, counselor, of
aeesuniant in the matter of any tax; fee; or assessment imposed or levied under authority
subject o the provisions of the Minnesota Constitution, Article VI, Section 6, the
jurisdiction of the commission on judicial standards, as provided in Minnesota Statutes,
Sections 490.15 and 490.16, and the provisions of the code of judicial conduct.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.01, Subdivision 4a, is amended to
read:

Subd. da. COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES. Each judge of the tax court of
appeals shall receive compensation for time spent in the performanee of his duties: He
shalt alse receive his actual and necessary expenses paid or incurred in the performance of
his duties as provided in section +5A2H 43.329.

Sec. 4, Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.01, is amended by adding a
subdivisien 1o read;

supreme court or any other appeal allowed under this subdivision, the tax court shall be
the sole, exclusive, and final authority for the hearing and determination of all questions
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unless a taxpaver contests the valuation of his property. Only the taxes, aids and related
matters contained in Minnesota Statutes, Chapters 60A, 124, 270, 272, 273, 274, 275,.276,
277, 278, 279, 285, 287, 288, 290, 290A, 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 297A, 297B, 298,

jurisdiction of the tax court, This subdivision shall not be construed to prevent an appegal,
as provided by law, to an administrative agency, board of equalization, or to the
commissioner or revenue. Wherever used in chapter 271, the term commissioner shail
mean the commissioner of revenue, unless otherwise specified.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.02, 15 amended to read:

271.02 OFFICERS. The judge judges of the tax court of appeals having for the
time being the longest record of then continuous serviee as sueh shall be ehairman choose
a chief judge of the tax court of appeals; end the judge having the next longest record
shall be vice-chairman: In ease the periods of serviee of tweo judges be equal; the tax eourt
of eppenis shall ehoose between them. The chief judpe of the tax court of appeals shall
its the court’s files and records, and it the administrator may appoint & deputy elesk end
other neeessary up to two employees. The judge who is appointed the administrator may
delegate his duties as administrator 1o the employees whom he has appointed and may

county shall be subject to the supervision of the administrator in tax court matters.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.04, is amended to read:

271.04 HEARINGS. The tax court shall hold hearings and meetings a+ the eal of
the ehairman of &ty two members; and etherwise as may be prescribed by the rules of the
tax court. The principal office of the tax court shall be at the capitol, but it may sit or
shall hold hearings ai any other place within the state, so that laxpayers may appear

A majority of the tax eourt shall consiitute a quorum for making orders or deeisions or
transacting other offieinl business; and may aet though one membership be vacant: One
or more members may hold hearings and take testimony; to be reperied for netion by the

1ax court judge may hear and decide cases. Upon petition by a party to a case, of upon a
motion by a tax court judge, and approval by a majority of the tax court, a case may be
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Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06, Subdivision 1, is amended to read:

27106 APPEALS FROM ORDERS, Subdivision 1. MANNER. Except as
otherwise provided by law, an appeal to the tax court of appeals may be taken, in the
manner herein provided, from any official order of the commissioner of revenue
respecting any tax, fee, or assessment, or any matter pertaining thereto, or any maiter
concerning the lax laws listed in section 271,01, subdivision 5, by any person directly
interested therein or affected thereby, or by any political subdivision of the state, directly
or indirectly, interested therein or affected thereby, or by the attorney general in behalf of
the state, or by any resident taxpayer of the state in behalf of the state in case the
attorney general, upon request, shall refuse to appeal. Notwithstanding subdivision 2 of

valuation, assessent, or laxation for property tax purposes, the provisiops of section
274.19, subdivisions 4 and 5, section 277.011, and chapter 278 shall apply as if the appeal

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06, Subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. TIME; NOTICE; INTERYVENTION. Except as otherwise provided by
law, within 38 60 days after notice of the making and filing- of such order, of the
commissioner, and in any ease within 60 days after the maldng and Hhing of such order;
271.01, subdivision 5, the appellant, or his attorney, shall serve a notice of appeal upon
the commissioner pr the appropriate unit of government and file the original, with proof
of such service, with the tax court of appeals clerk; provided, that any judpe of the a tax
court of appeals judge, for cause shown, may by written order extend the time for
appealing for an additional period, not exceeding 30 days. In Ramsey county, notice of

refer to the erder appeated from; state speeifieally the points of both lew end faet which
ate questioned by the appellant; and stete an nddress within the state at which service of
notice and other papers in the matier mey be made upon the appellant; provided; that the
tax eourt of appeals may; upon & showing of proper eause; permit an amendment of the
notice of appeal: Every sppellent shall be deemed to have waived all defenses and
objections not speeified in the netiee of appeal be in the form prescribed by the tax court
. Within five days after receipt, the commissioner shall transmit a cop¥ of the notice of
appeal to the attorney general in all cases where the amount at issue exceeds $100. The
attorney general shall represent the commissioner, if requiested, upon all such appeals
except in cases Where the attorney general has appealed in behalf of the state, or in other
cases where he deems it against the interests of the state 10 represent the commissioner, in
which event the attorney general may intervene or be substituted as an appeliant in behalf
of the state at any stage of the proceedings.

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06, Subdivision 3, is amended to read:
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Subd. 3. PLEADINGS. Within 20 days after the service and filing of the notice of
appeal, unless the appeal be theretofore dismissed, the commissioner or the appropriate
unit of government shall make, certify, and file with the tax court of appeals a return
comprising a copy of any application or petition by which the proceeding was instituted
and of any other material paper preceding the order of the commissioner or the
appropriate unit of government, a copy of the order appealed from, a statement of each
finding of fact and ruling of law made by the commissioner or the appropriate unit of
government in the matter, and a denial, admission, or explanation with respect to each
allegation of fact in the notice so far as not.covered by the order or findings; provided,
that any judge of the tax court of appeals, for cause shown, may extend the ume for filing
such return for an additional period not exceeding 30 days. Where the commissioner is
required to transmit a copy of the notice of appeal to the attorney general, he shall, within
ten days after service of the notice of appeal upon the commissioner, transmit to the
attorney general a complete copy of all papers required for the return. Allegations of new
matter in the return shall be deemed to be denied by the appellant.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06,‘Subdivisi0n 4, is amended to
read: '

Subd. 4. APPEAL FEE. At the time of filing the notice of appeal the appellant
shall pay to the clerk of the tax court of appeals an appeal fee equel to ien eents for each
$100 of fraetion thereof of the amount at issue in the proeeedings of §10; provided, that
the minimum fee shall be $5 and the maximum fee $15 and that no appeal fee shall be
required of the commissioner of revenue, the attorney general, the state or any of its
political subdivisions. 1 amy ease where the leregoing provisions for determination of the
appenl fee are inappheable the ameount of the fee shall be $18: In small claims division
the appeal fee shall be $2. The provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 563, providing

for proceedings in forma pauperis, shall also apply for appeals to the tax court.

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06, Subdivision 6, is amended to
read:

Subd. 6. HEARINGS; DETERMINATION OF 1SSUES; DEFAULT. The tax
court of appeals shall hear, consider, and determine without a jury every appeal de novo
upen the issdves made by the notiee and the returm. A tax court judge may empanel an
advisory jury upon his own metion. The tax court of appeals shall hold a public hearing
in every case; of which ten days’ neotice shall be given by mail to all parties to the
proceeding. All such parties shall have an opportunity to offer evidence and argumenis at
the hearing; provided, that the order of the commissioner or the appropriate unit of

t_o set asnde or mod1fv the order or determmauon In case no appellant shall appear the
tax court of appeals shall enter its order affirming the order of the commissioner of
revenue or the appropriate unit of government from which the appeal was taken.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.06, is amended by adding a
subdivision 10 read:
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make additional rules when the law or special circumstances so require, provided that
before any additional rule is adopted, the tax court first holds a public hearing thereon,
affording all affected interests an opportunity to participate, and gives notice of its

intention 1o hold such a hearing af least 30 days prior to the date set for the hearing by

United States mail, to representatives of associations or other interested groups or persons
who have registered their names with the secretary of state for that purpose and in the

alfirmative presgntation of facts establishing the need for and reasonableness of the rule
proposed for adoption and fulfilling any relevant substantive or procedural requirements
imposed on the 1ax court by law. After the hearing ends, 20 days shall be allowed for
written material (o be submitted and recorded in the hearing record. If the tax court
approves the rule, the tax court shall promptly file it in the office of the secretary of state,

A rule shall become effective 20 days after its publication in the state register unless a

published in the state register, shall be of no effect. The tax court shall be exempt from

the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 15.

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271 .07, is amended to read:

271,07 STENOGRAPHIC REPORT; TRANSCRIPT. Except in the small claims
divisien, the tax court of appeals shall provide for a verbatim sienographic report of all
proceedings had before it upon appéals, in like manmer as required by the laws relating 1o
proceedings in district court se fer as appheable. In case of a review by the supreme court
of an order of the tax court of appeals, transcripts of the proceedings before the tax court
of appeals shall be furnished to the tax court of appeals, the commissioner, and the
atiorney general upon request, and the cost thereof shall be paid out of funds
appropriated therefor upon such terms as the tax court of appeals may prescribe.
Transcripts shall be furnished to other pariies by the reporter at the same legal rates
applicable at the time to the district court reporters of Ramsey the county in which the
case was tried, but no transcript shall be made for or delivered to such other party unless
he shall deposit the estimated cost thereof. in advance, with the clerk, subject to payment
of the actual cost therefrom as soon as determined. ’

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.08, is amended to read:

271.08 FINDINGS OF FACT; DECISION, ENTRY OF JUDGMENT.
Subdivision 1. The tax court of appeals, except in small claims division, shall determine
every appeal by written order containing findings of fact and the decision of the tax court
of appeals. A memorandum of the grounds of the decision shall be appended. A certified
copy of the order shall be transmitted to the commissioner of revenue or the appropriate
unit of government and filed in his that office. Notice of the entry of the order and of the
substance of the decision shall be given by mail to all other parties who have appeared,
and also, in all cases where the amount at issue exceeds $100, to the attorney general,
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Subd. 2. Upon the filing of the order of the tax court of appeals, described in
subdivision 1, with the clerk of the distriet eourt of Ramsey eounty; tax court, within six
months after sueh order has beeome final; judgment shall be entered thereon in the same
manner as in the case of an order of the district court; as provided in seetion 54627

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.09, Subdivision !, is amended to
read:

21.09 APPEALS AND REV[EWS Subdivision ]. EXCLUSIVE REMEDY
acl, unless an appeal is taken to the district court, the ngl'n of appeal herein provided shall
be the exclusive remedy for reviewing the action of the commissioner of revenue or the
appropriate unit of government respecting any tax, assessment, or other obligation as
defined in section 271.01, subdivision 5. Upon any appeal taken by a taxpayer, and upon
any other appeal when the taxpayer shall se agree in writing filed with the elerk of the tax
eourt of appeals the decision of the tax court of appeals, or the decision of the supreme
court upon review thereof, as the case may be, shall be final and conclusive upon all
parties to the proceedings as to all matters at issue determined by such decision. In all
cases the decision of the tax court of appeals upon appeal, or of the supreme court upon
review, as the case may be, shall siand in lieu of the order of the commissioner or the
appropriate unit of government from which the appeal was taken; and shall have like
foree and effeet; subject (o the provisions hereef,

Sec. 16. Minnescta Statutes 1976, Section 271.09, Subdivision 2, is amended to
read: :

Subd 2 REVIEW BY TAX COURT OF APPEALS CONCLUSIVE. Except as
wherein the taxpayer has appealed to the tax court of appeals or has agreed in writing; as
herein previded; that the decision upon appeal or review shall be conclusive, all rights of
action or defenses in the courts of the siate respecting any tax, fee, or assessment, now
afforded the taxpayer by law shall be preserveds: provided; that ne action by & taxpayer
for o refund shall be instituted; proceeded with; er determined pending the determination
of any appeal of reviow by the supreme court hereunder; except 83 hereinafier expressly
authorized: Exeept as otherwise hereinafter provided; in any ease wherein an appeal has
been taken by o persen other than the taxkpayer and the taxpayer has not egreed that the
deeision upon appeal of review shall be eonelusive; the running of the time hmited by law
tor the bringing of an action by the iaxpeyer shall be suspended from the filing of the
notiee of appen} 1o the tax eourt of appeals until the final determination of the matter by
the tax eourt of appeals or the supreme courl; 85 the ease may be; and for 60 days
thereafter.

Sec. 17. Minnescta Statutes 1976, Section 271.09, Subdivision 3, is amended to
read:

Subd. 3. LIMITATIONS; EXCEPTIONS. in any esse where; Al the time of the
taking of an appeal 10 the tax court by eny persor er ageney other than the taxpayer, the
taxpayer has an existing right of action in the distriet eoust for the determinntion of any
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issue or issues determinable upon the appeal; such right of setion shall be barred; and the
determination of sueh issue of issues upon the appeal oF upon review by the supreme
eotrt; shall be eonclusive upon the taxpayer; unless within ten days after the serviee of the
notice of appeal upon him the taxpeyer shall commenee an setion for the determination
of sueh issue of issues in the proper distriet eourt; upen a verified eemplaint; shall pay at
least the amount of the tax or other obligation conceded by the eempleint taxpayer to be
due, if any, when it becomes due shall file with the elerk of sueh court ¢ bond; approved
by the eourt; in et least sueh additional ameunt a5 might be adjudged apainst him;
eid effeet and to pay any amount required by oF pursuant to any judgment that may be
awatded againot him therein; and shall serve upon the appellant and file with the eleck of
the tax eourt & notiee of the commencement of sueh aetion; with a eepy of the summens
&ndeemp*am&thefem—&nde&fhebeﬁdwqmﬁd-&shmmbeferepmded*prowded that
this shall not relieve the taxpayer from complying with any other requirements of law.
The provisions of section 274 19, subdmsnon.‘s section 277, ()ll subdwnsnon 3 and section

va]uanon assessment, or taxation M property lax purposes, as if the aggeal had been
taken to the district court. Fhereupon further proceedings upon the appeal shall be stayed
with respeet to the issue or issues invelved in the action until final determination of the
gettont provided; that this shall net sitay the appeal as to any other isswes: Upon finad
determination of the aetion the appeal shall be dismissed a5 to aury 13sue OF issues thereby
determined: H the fetion be dismissed orf finally disposed of in any way without finnl
determination of any issue or twues involved in the appeal; the appeal shall be reinstated
and may be proeceeded with 83 to sueh issue of issues with like effeet a3 if the setion had
net been commenced: and the determination upon the appeal; of upen review by the
supreme eourt; shall be final and conelusive upen the taxpayer: The running of any
pertod of tme Limited by law for enforcement of any obligation apgainst the taxpayer shall
be suspended for sueh time a3 the appeal i5 siayed under the provisions of this subdivision
end for 60 days thereafter:

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.10, Subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. SERVICE OF WRIT. Within 26 60 days afler notice of the making and
pemlon@reheanng,andmaﬂyeasewﬁhmégéayseﬂefehemakmgméﬁhﬂgefsueh
erder; the pelitioner for review shall obtain from the supreme court a writ of certiorari,
and shall serve the same upon the commissioner of revenue and upon all other parties
appearing in the proceedings before the tax court of appeals, also upon the attorney
general, unless he is the petitioner, and shall file the original, with proof of such service,
with the clerk of the tax court of appeals. Every petitioner, except the attorney general,
the commissioner of revenue, the state and its political subdivisions, shall also pay to the
clerk the fee prescribed by rule 103.01 of the rules of civil appellate procedure which shall
be disposed of in the manner provided by that rule, and file a bond or make a deposit in
like manner and amount as in case of an appeal from the district court. The fee shall be
disposed of as in such case. Return upon the writ shall be made to the supreme court and
the matter shall be heard and determined by the court as in other certiorari cases, subject
to the provisions hercof and to such rules as the court may prescribe for cases arising

Changes or additions indicated by underline deletions by  sirikeout



614 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1977 Ch. 307

hereunder.
Sec. 19, Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.12, is amended to read:

271.12 WHEN ORDER EFFECTIVE. No order for refundment by the
commissioner of revenue, the appropriate unit of government, or the tax court of appeals
shall take effect until the time for appeal therefrom or review thereof by all parties
entitled thereto has expired. Otherwise every order of the commissioner, the appropriate
unit of goverhment, or the tax court of appeals shall take effect immediately upon the
filing thereof, and no appeal therefrom or review thereof shall stay the execution thereof
or extend the time for payment of any tax or other obligation unless otherwise expressly
provided by law; provided, that in case an order which has been acted upon, in whole or
in part, shall thereafter be set aside or modified upon appeal, the determination upon
appeal or review shall supersede the order appealed from and be binding upon all parties
affected thereby, and such adjustments as may be necessary to give effect thereto shall be
made accordingly; subjeet o any rights of action or defense of the taxpayer; as herein
provided. IT it be finally determined upon such appeal or review that any person is
entitled to refundment of any amount which has been paid for a tax or other obligation,
such amount, unless otherwise provided by law, shall be paid to him by the state
treasurer, of other proper officer, out of funds derived from taxes of the same kind, if
available for the purpose, or out of other available funds, if any, with interest at six
percent from the date of payment of the tax, unless a different rate of interest is otherwise
provided by law, in which case such other rate shall apply, upon certification by ‘the
supreme cout}, If any tax, assessmeni, or other obligation be increased upon such appeal
or review, the increase shall be added 1o the original amount, and may be enforced and
collected therewith or in separate proceedings in lke manner 85 the origingl amount.

Sec. 20, Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.13, is amended to read:

271.13 MAY COMPEL ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES. The commissioner of
revenue, the tax court of appeals, and the sevesal judges each judge of the tax court of
appeals shall, respectively, have power to subpoena and compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of books, records, papers, and documents at any hearing or
investigation at any place within the state in any matter within the scope of their
authority, and shall also have power to administer oaths to witnesses and to take
refusal by any witness to be sworn or to testify upon any material matter at any such
hearing or investigation shall be punishable in like manner as a contempt of the district
court, in proceedings instituted upon complaint of the authority issuing the order or

was made returnable. Subpoenas for witnesses or the production of documentary evidence
shall be issued at the request of any party to the proceeding. Subpoenas may be signed by
the commissioner or by &ay a judge of the tax court of appeals or by the seereiary of the
depariment in behalf of the commissiener or by the administrator or clerk of the tax court
of appeals in behalf of the tax court of appeals, as the case may be. The commissioner of
revenue shall no lonper exercise this power in any matter that has been appealed to the
tax court.
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Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.15, is amended to read:

271.15 WHO MAY ADMINISTER OATHS. The commissicner of revenue, the
judges each judge of the tax court of appeals, the seeretary of the department; the elerk
administrator and clerks of the tax court of appeals, and all other officers and employees
of the department and of the tax court shall, respectively, have power to administer oaths
and to take and certify acknowledgments so far as they may deem necessary to the proper
discharge of their respective duties, and may authenticate the same with the seal of the
department or the tax court of appeals, as the case may be. The commissioner of revenue
and any officer and employee of the depariment shall no longer exercise this power in any
matter that has been appealed to the tax court.

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.17, is amended to read:

271.17 SECRETARY OF DEPARTMENT AND CLERK OF TAX COURT OF
APPEALS SHALL BE FILING OFFICERS. The, seeretary commissioner of the
department of revenue and the elerk administrator and clerks of the tax court of appeals
shall be the filing officers and custodians of the books, files, and records of their
respective agencies. The seeretafy commissioner, administrator, and efesk clerks and their
deputies shall, respectively, have power to certify and authenticate copies of the books,
files, and records in their custody for all purposes in like manner and with like effect as
other custodians of public records. The eommissioner of revenue; his deputy; and Any
other officer or employee of the department thereto authorized by the commissioner by
written order filed with the secretary of state shall have like power to certify and
authenticate copies of any books, files, and records of the department specified in the
order, other than those of the tax court of appeals. The ehairman and viee-chairman A
judge of the tax court of appeals and any other officer or employee of the tax court of
appeals thereto authorized by the tax court of appeals by written order filed with the
seeretary of state administrator of the tax court shall also have like power to certify and

authenticate copies of any books, files, and records of the tax court of appeals specified in
the order.

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.18, is amended to read:

271.18 EX-OFFICERS AND EX-EMPLOYEES NOT TO REPRESENT
CLIENTS; EXCEPTION; VIOLATION. Except those helding office or employment
prior to the passage of Laws 1939; Cheapter 434 No officer, member judge, or employee of
the department of revenue, imeluding or the tax court of appeals, except referees
appointed for the small claims division, shall, within one year after his office or
employment has terminated, act as counsel, attorney, or agent for a taxpayer er be
assoeinted with any other persor %o eeting in connection with any claim or proceeding
pending in the department; end. :No officer, judge, referee, or emﬁloyee; whether
eppoinicd oF emploved before of alter the passage of Laws 1939; Chapter 434; shall, at
any time after the termination of his office or employment, act as counsel, attorney, or
agent; of be assectated with aRy persen So setiag; in connection with any claim or
proceeding of which he has knowledge which was acquired in the course of his term of

provisions of this section shall be a gross misdemeanor.

Changes or  additions indicated by underline deletions by strikeout



616 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1977 Ch. 307

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 271.20, is amended to read:

271.20 DECISIONS FILED WITHIN THREE MONTHS. All questions of fact
and law and all matters submitted to the judges of the tax court of appeals shall be
disﬁosed of and their decision filed with the clerk of the tax court of appeals within three
months after such submission, unless sickness or casualty shall prevent, or the time be
extended by written consent of the parties. No part of the salary of any judge of the tax
court of appeals shall be paid unless the voucher therefor be accompanied by certificate
of the judge that he has fully complied with the requirements of this section. A tax court

practice of law. .

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Chapter 271, is amended by adding a section 1o
read:

cases that he hears as small claims judge.

jurisdiction only in-the following matters:
(a) any case concerning the valuation, assessment, or .laxation of residential
property homesteaded-by the taxpavyer; or

5 in which the amount in controversy does not exceed $2,500, including penalty and
interest. - : )

Subd. 3. A laxpayer may elect to appeal in the small claims division instead of

the commissioner or the appropriate unit of government is given 1o a laxpaver, the
taxpayer shall be notified in writing of his right to appeal to the tax court, and if
applicable, to the small claims division. In any notice of assessment, determination or
order dealing with property valuation or assessment for property tax purposes, the
taxpaver shall be notified in writing that he must appeal to the town or city board of
equalization and to the county board of equalization before he may appeal 1o the small
claims division of the tax court, except for those taxpayers whose original assessments are
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represented or accompanied by an attorney. No transcript of the proceedings shall be
kept. ' ‘

Subd. 7. At any time prior to entry of judgment, a taxpayer may dismiss a case in

shall be with prejudice and shall not revoke the election specified in subdivision 3.

Subd. 8. The judgment in the small claims division shall be conclusive upon all
parties and may not be appealed. The court may order the commissioner or the
appropriate unit of government 1o modify or cancel an assessment, pay or allow a refund
or take other action necessary to effectuate the judgment. Notice that no appeal may be

appeals involving valuation, classification, and assessment of property for tax purposes,
the judges of the tax court may appoint referees to hear the property tax cases appealed to

duties.

Subd. 1l. The provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Sections 271.01 to 271.20, shall

otherwise.
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Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Chapter 271, is amended by adding a section to
read:

1271.22] T_r‘w governor may appoint the judges of the tax court serving on the

bar or change any right provided prior to its enactment to the parties in matters that have
been decided by the current lax court. Any matler not iried by the current tax court prior

appeal to the small claims division or o appeal to the regular division of the tax court.

Sec. 27. Minnesola Statutes 1976, Section 124.212, Subdivision !}, is amended to
read:

Subd. I1. (a) The committee shall not increase the adjusted assessed valuation,
exclusive of property valuation added, improved, reclassified, or reassessed since the prier
assessment, of laxable property for 1962 or any subsequent year in any school district by
more than eight percent over the certified valuation established for the year immediately
preceding. :

(b) The sales ratio studics; or any part thereof; of any eopy of the same; or records
secumulated in preparation thereof, which are prepared by the eommissioner of revenue
this seetient published by the department of revenue shall not be admissible in evidence in

without the laving of a foundation in actions for review of the determination of the school
aids payable under this seclion or in actions brought in the small claims division of the
tax court,

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 490.121, Subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd, 2. “Court™ means any court of this state established by the Minnesota
Constitution, the 1ax court, and any municipal, county or probate court of record.

Sec. 29, The name of the tax court of appeals is changed to the tax court. The

revisor of statutes in the next and subsequent editions of Minnesota Statutes shall make
the necessary changes in the statutes to reflect this name change.

year ending June 30 in the years indicated.
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: 1978 1979
Subd. 2. Tax Court 3208,000 $203.500

The approved complement of the tax court is increased by the following number of
persons. 1978 - 4. :

Sec. 3l. REPEALER, Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections 271.001; 271.0]
Subdivisions 2, and 2a; 271.11; 271.14; and 271.16 are tepealed. '

Approved May 27, 1977,

CHAPTER 308—S.F.No.266
[Coded in Part]

An act relating to elections; providing for training of all election officials; prescribing
certain duties for the secretary of state; providing for assistance to disabled voters; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1976, Sections 204A.13, Subdivision 2, and by adding subdivisions;
204A.14, Subdivision I; 204A.34, Subdivision 2, as amended; and Chapter 2044, by adding
section. .

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 204A.13, Subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. ELECTIONS; TRAINING OF OFFICIALS; ELECTION LAW;
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, TESTS. On or before July | of every even-numbered
year the secretary of state shall furnish to the county auditors sufficient copies of the
Minnesota election law, The secretary of state also may.prepare and transmit to the
county audilors guides for eleetion officers in pamphlet form; for the eonduet of their
duties as preseribed by law detailed written instructions on election laws relating to the
conduct of elections, conduct of voter registration and voting procedures,

Sec, 2. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 204A.13, is amended by adding
subdivisions o read:

Subd. 5. CONFERENCES FOR COUNTY AUDITORS. Before each statewide
primary election the secretary of state shall conduct conferences for county auditors for
the purpose of giving instrections on the administration of election laws and the training
of local election officials and election judges.

Subd. 6. ELECTION JUDGES TRAINING. The secrelary of state may formulate

by law, throughout the state.
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