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CHAPTER 432—S.F.No. 1675

An act relating to taxation; clarifying the provisions of the wetland credit for
property lax purposes; providing a property tax exemption and credit for native prairie;
providing for payment to the county for revenue lost by the exemption and credit;
appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 1978, Chapter 273, by adding a
section; and Minnesota Statutes, 1979 Supplement, Sections 272.02, Subdivision 1;
273.115, Subdivisions I, 2, 5, 6, and by adding a subdivision.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes, 1979 Supplement, Section 272.02, Subdivi-
sion 1, is amended to read:

272.02 EXEMPT PROPERTY. Subdivision 1. Except as provided in other
subdivisions of this section or in section 272.025, all properly described in this
section to the extent herein limited shall be exempt from taxation:

(1) All public burying grounds;

(2) All public schoolhouses:

(3) All public hospitals;

(4) All academies, colleges, and universities, and all seminaries of learning;

(5) All churches, church property, and houses of worship;

(6) Institutions of purely public charity;

(7) All public property exclusively used for any public purpose;

(8) All natural cheese held in storage for aging by the original Minnesota
manufacturer;

(9) (a) Class 2 property of every household of the value of $100. main-
tained in the principal place of residence of the owner thereof. The county
auditor shall deduct such exemption from the total valuation of such property as
equalized by the revenue commissioner assessed to such household, and extend
the levy of taxes upon the remainder only. The term "household" as used in this
section is defined to be a domestic establishment maintained either (1) by two or
more persons living together within the same house or place of abode, subsisting
in common and constituting a domestic or family relationship, or (2) by one
person.

(b) During the period of his active service and for six months after his
discharge therefrom, no member of the armed forces of the United States shall
lose status of a householder under paragraph (a) which he had immediately prior
to becoming a member of the armed forces.

In case there is an assessment against more than one member of a house-
hold the $100 exemption shall be divided among the members assessed in the
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proportion that the assessed value of the Class 2 property of each bears to the
total assessed value of the Class 2 property of all the members assessed. The
Class 2 property of each household claimed to be exempt shall be limited to prop-
erty in one taxing district, except in those cases where a single domestic establish-
ment is maintained in two or more adjoining districts.

Bonds and certificates of indebtedness hereafter issued by the state of
Minnesota, or by any county or city of the state, or any town, or any common or
independent school district of the state, or any governmental board of the state,
or any county or city thereof, shall hereafter be exempt from taxation; provided,
that nothing herein contained shall be construed as exempting such bonds from
the payment of a tax thereon, as provided for by section 291.01, when any of such
bonds constitute, in whole or in part, any inheritance or bequest, taken or
received by any person or corporation.

(10) Farm machinery manufactured prior to 1930, which is used only for
display purposes as a collectors item;

(11) The taxpayer shall be exempted with respect to. all agricultural
products, inventories, stocks of merchandise of all sorts, all materials, parts and
supplies, furniture and equipment, manufacturers material, manufactured articles
including the inventories of manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers and contractors;
and the furnishings of a room or apartment in a hotel, rooming house, tourist
court, motel or trailer camp, tools and machinery which by law are considered as
personal property, and the property described in section 272.03, subdivision 1 (c).
except personal property which is part of an electric generating, transmission, or
distribution system or a pipeline system transporting or distributing water, gas, or
petroleum products or mains and pipes used in the distribution of steam or hot or
chilled water for heating or cooling buildings and structures. Railroad docks and
wharves which are part of the operating property of a railroad company as
defined in section 270.80 are not exempt.

(12) Containers of a kind customarily in the possession of the consumer
during the consumption of commodities, the sale of which ave subject to tax
under the provisions of the excise tax imposed by Extra Session Laws 1967.
Chapter 32;

(13) All livestock, poultry, all horses, mules and other animals used
exclusively for agricultural purposes;

(14) All agricultural tools, implements and machinery used by the owners
in any agricultural pursuit.

(15) Real and personal property used primarily for the abatement and
control of air, water, or land pollution to the extent that it is so used.

Any taxpayer requesting exemption of all or a portion of any equipment or
device, or part thereof, operated primarily for the control or abatement of air or
water pollution shall file an application with the commissioner of revenue. Any
such equipment or device shall meet standards, regulations or criteria prescribed
by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and must be installed or operated in
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accordance with a permit or order issued by that agency. The Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency shall upon request of the commissioner furnish information or
advice to the commissioner. If the commissioner determines that property quali-
fies for exemption, he shall issue an order exempting such property from taxation.
Any such equipment or device shall continue to be exempt from taxation as long
as the permit issued by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency remains in effect.

(16) Wetlands. For purposes of this subdivision, "wetlands" means land
which is mostly under water, produces little if any income, and has no use except
for wildlife or water conservation purposes. "Wetlands" shall be land preserved in
its natural condition, drainage of which would be lawful; feasible and practical
and would provide land suitable for the production of livestock, dairy animals.
poultry, fruit, vegetables, forage and grains, except wild rice. "Wetlands" shall
include adjacent land which is not suitable for agricultural purposes due to the
presence of the wetlands. Exemption of wetlands from taxation pursuant to this
section shall not grant the public any additional or greater right of access to the
wetlands or diminish any right of ownership to the wetlands.

(17) Native prairie. The commissioner of the department of jiatural
resources shall determine lands m the state which are native prairie and shall
notify the county assessor of each county in which the. lands are located. Upon
receipt of an application for the exemption and credit provided m this clause and
section 7 for lands for which the assessor has no determination from the commis-
sioner of natural resources, the assessor shall refer the application to the commis-
sioner of natural resources who shall determine within 30 days whether the land js
native prairie and notify the county assessor of his decision. Exemption of native
prairie pursuant to this clause shall not grant the public any additional or greater
right of access to the native prairie or diminish any right of ownership to |L

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes, 1979 Supplement, Section 273.115. Subdivision
1, is amended to read:

273.115 STATE PAID WETLANDS CREDIT. Subdivision 1. The county
auditor shall annually reduce the tax liability of each owner of wetlands exempt
from property taxation pursuant to section'272.02. subdivision 1, clause (16). by
an amount equal to three-fourths of one percent of the average level of estimated
market value of an acre of tillable land in the township er-^city or unorganized
territory in which the qualifying wetland is located, multiplied by the number of
acres of wetlands he owns. Any excess of credit over tax l iabil i ty shall not be paid
to the property owner but shall he applied to the lax liability .oj the owner of the
wetlands for any parcel he owns which js contiguous to the parcel containing the
wetlands.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes. 1979 Supplement, Section 273.115, Subdivision
2. is amended to read:

Subd. 2. The total amounts of credits allowed pursuant to subdivision 1
and the total amounts of revenue lost as a result of the exemption provided in
section 272.02, subdivision I, clause (16), shall be submitted by the county auditor
to the commissioner of revenue as part of the abstracts of tax lists required to be
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filed willi the commissioner under the provisions of section 275.29. The amount of
revenue lost as a result of the exemption shall be computed each year by applying
the current mil! rates of the taxing jurisdictions in which the wetlands are located
to the assessed valuation of the wetlands for purposes of taxes levied in 1979.
payable in 1980. Provided that payment to the county for lost revenue shall not
be less than the revenue which would have been received in taxes if the wetlands
had an assessed value of $36 $5 per acre. The commissioner of revenue shall
review such certifications to determine their accuracy. He may make such changes
in the certification as he may deem necessary or return a certification to the
county auditor for corrections.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes, 1979 Supplement. Section 273.115. Subdivision
5. is amended to read:

Subd. 5. In order to receive the wetlands credit provided in this section, an
owner of wetlands shall agree not to drain the wetlands during the year for which
he receives the credit. To initially qualify for the credit for taxes levied in 1980,
payable in 1981. the agreement shall be made by June 30. 198J); jo Initially qualify
for the credit for taxes levied subsequent to 1980. the agreement shajl be made by
a date to be set bv the county board. After initial qualification, an owner of
wetlands shall not be required to reapply to receive the credit for subsequent
years. The agreement shal[ remain in effect until the wetlands are drained. The
credit shall not be available (a) for any year prior U) which a timely agreement
has been made or (b) for any year m which the owner drains the wetlands. The
local assessor shall certify that each land owner receiving the credit has so agreed.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes. 1979 Supplement. Section 273.115. Subdivision
6. is amended to read:

Subd. 6. The amounts amount of the wetlands credit nod the tas 4hat
would k#ve beee d«e btri fef the exemption in section 272-.02. subdivision -h
clause 4*6) shall be reflected on the property tax statement of each eligible
taxpayer.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes. 1979 Supplement. Section 273.115, is amended
by adding a subdivision to read:

Subtl 7^ The total credits allowed by subdivision _[ shall be deducted from
property tax before determination of the homestead credit provided by

section 273.13. subdivisions 6 and 7 and the taconile homestead credit provided
by section 273.135.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1978. Chapter 273. is amended by adding a
section to read:

[273.1161 STATE PAID NATIVE PRAIRIE CREDIT. Subdivision L The
county Auditor shall annual ly reduce the tax liability of each owner of native
prairie exempt from property taxation pursuant u> section 272.02. subdivision J_j
clause (l?L by an amount equal to one and one-half percent of the average level
of estimated market value of an acre of ti l lable land in the township city or
unorganized territory in which the qualifying native rirairie is located, multiplied
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by the number of acres of native prairie he owns. Any excess of credit over tax
liability shall not be paid to the property owner but shall be applied to the tax
liability of the owner of the native prairie for any parcel he owns which is contig-
uous to the parcel containing the native prairie or if the owner of the native
prairie does not own any Contiguous parcel to which the credit can be applied, the
credit shall be applied to his tax liability for any parcel he owns which is located
in the same township or city or not farther than two townships or cities or combi-
nation thereof from the native prairie.

Subd. 2^ The total amounts of credits allowed pursuant to subdivision _1
and the total amounts of revenue lost as a result of the exemption provided in
section 272.02. subdivision 1. clause (17). shall be submitted by the county auditor
to the commissioner of revenue as part of the abstracts of tax lists required to be
filed with the commissioner under the provisions of section 275.29. The amount of
revenue lost as a result of the exemption shall be computed each year by Applying
the current mill rates of the taxing jurisdictions in which the native prairie is
located to the assessed valuation of the native prairie for purposes of taxes levied
jn 1979. payable in 1980. Provided that payment to the county for lost revenue
shall not be less than the revenue which would have been received in taxes if the
native prairie had an assessed value of $5 per acre. The cpnimissioner of revenue
shall review such certifications to determine their accuracy. He may make any
changes in the certification he may deem necessary or return a certification to the
county auditor for corrections.

Subd. 3^ Payment shall be made according to the procedure provided jn
section 273.13. subdivision 15a, for the purpose of replacing revenue lost as a
result of the exemption
section.

irovided in section I. and the credit

Subd. 4^ There js appropriated from the general fund in the state treasury
to the commissioner of revenue the amount necessary to make the payments
provided jn subdivision 3^

Subd. 5^ In order to receive the native prairie credit provided in this
section, an owner of natiyg prairie shall agree to preserve the prairie jn jts jiaturaj
state during the year for which he receives the credit. To initially qualify for the
credit for taxes levied jn 1980. payable in 1981, the agreement shall be made by
June 30. 1980; to initially qualify for the credit for taxes levied subsequent to
1980. the agreement shall be made by a date to tie set by the county board. After
init ial qualification, an owner of native pj;airic shall not be required to reapply to
receive the credit for subsequent years. The agreement shall remain m effect unt i l
the native prairie js no longer maintained in its natural slate. The credit shall not
be available (a) far any year prior to which a timely agreement has been made or
(b) for any year jn which the owner ceases to maintajn the native prairie in jts
natural state. The local assessor shall certify that each jand owner receiving the
credit has so agreed,

. 6^ The amount of the native prairie credit shall be reflected on the
roperty tax statement of each eljgible taxpayer.
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Subd. T^ Thg total credits allowed by subdivision ^ shall be deducted from
the gross property tax before determination of the homestead credit provided by
section 273.13, subdivisions 6 and 7 and the tacpnile homestead credit provided
by section 273.135.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This atf is effective for taxes levied in 1980
and subsequent years and payable in 1981 and subsequent years.

Approved April 1, 1980

CHAPTER 433—S.F.No. 1797

An act relating to the Minnesota zoological garden; supplementing and clari-
fying the authority of the Zoological garden board in regard to penalties for rule viola-
tions; regulating the use of the name or mark of the garden; providing penalties;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section S5A.02, Subdivision 7; and Chapter 333, by
adding sections.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 85A.02, Subdivision 7, is
amended to read:

Subd. 7. The board may enact regulations rules governing the efficient
protection of the Minnesota zoological garden and the related facilities and the
conduct of persons entering therein. Regulations Rules shall become effective in
the manner provided by law for the promulgation of rules and regulations by state
departments and agencies. A The violation of any regulation a rule promulgated
by the board under this section is a petty misdemeanor. The board may specify
[hat violation of a designated rule shall be sufficient cause for ejection from the
grounds of the zoological garden.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Chapter 333, is amended by adding a
section to read:

[333.53) USE OF NAME AND MARK OF MINNESOTA ZOOLOGICAL
GARDEN LIMITED. Any person, firm, partnership^ association, society, or
corporation^ not authorized by the Minnesota zoological board who, with intent
to acquire or obtain for personal or business purposes a benefit or advantage,
assumes, adopts or usgs the name "Minnesota zoological garden", the trademark
thereof or any other name or mark so nearly resembling the name "Minnesota
zoological garden" or the trademark thereof as to be calculated to deceive or
mislead the public with respect to the Minnesota zoological garden, or who,
except as authorized by the Minnesota zoological board, with intent to acquire or
obtain for personal or business purposes a benefit or advantage, assumes, adopts
or uses any other name, mark, logo, emblem, insignia or badge, designation, or
distinguishing descriptive word or phrase used by the Minnesota zoological board
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